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THE NEWS FROM TORRES SHELTER… 
Friends of the Shelter came to the rescue late last year following the 
unexpected loss of our federal funding. In a truly heroic “Shelter Our 
Neighbors” effort, donors put together funds to match a $50,000 
donation from an anonymous individual. This allowed us to continue  
to operate fully without disrupting any of the many services we provide 
to the homeless. We cannot begin to thank you and our generous, 
anonymous sponsor. 
 
Another year-end success was the Christmas Tree Auction and Holiday 
Festival, thanks to corporate sponsors and the many people who 
purchased decorated Christmas trees and silent auction items.   
Once again, our gratitude to all. 
 
Volunteerism at the Shelter is growing fast, with many new volunteers 
providing help in a variety of ways. These heroes play an increasingly  
vital role in light of the budget limitations on our Shelter staff’s work 
hours. Our volunteers truly care about the plight of the homeless and  
the quality of life in our community. They have come to us from Butte 
College, Cal State Chico, and all over this community. We’ll be happy  
to welcome you as a volunteer, too. 
 
Happy to say, Torres Shelter is financially sound this fiscal year. But 
uncertain times are ahead, and we cannot continue to rely on 
governmental funds. We must enlarge our family of private donors  
who are passionate about life in this community and the work we’re 
doing to make it better. Building our new “People Helping People” 
program to 2,500 people steadily giving just $10 a month — the cost  
of a couple of cups of designer coffee — will cover our monthly  
operating costs.   
 
We’re doing great things together and making a big difference in people’s 
lives. Thanks so much for your continued support of our efforts. Come 
see us at the Shelter, and please stay in touch by checking our website  
at www.chicoshelter.org.  
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT:  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

CCSP is seeking a highly effective  

and motivated Executive Director  

to oversee the operation of the  

Torres Shelter. For a job description  

and application, please visit our  

website at www.chicoshelter.org.  

Salary Negotiable. Tentative hire  
date: May 18, 2009. 
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LOOKING CLOSER 
A New Torres Shelter Volunteer’s Experience During the Homeless Census Count  
 

Up until recently, the majority of my experience with “the homeless” was from being approached by panhandlers,  
where I’d hand over some change then walk away as quickly as possible. But I always felt bad, and when the  
opportunity came up to help with the Homeless Census Count, it felt like something I should do. The Homeless 
Census is conducted each January by volunteers across the country. This census is required by the U.S. Department  
of Housing and Urban Development, which makes grants available for programs that address homelessness. 
 
On the day of the census, it was bright and cold. We collected our Census packets and headed to the park. I was nervous 
and wary, and fearful, actually. Who were these homeless people I was looking for? Did I need to fear for my safety? 
What would I say to them?   
 
At first we didn’t find any homeless people, but we did find evidence of camps under the bridges and along the creeks, 
and I felt so sad looking at cardboard beds. As the day warmed, we began finding people to survey. What I quickly found 
that day was that the homeless people we met were friendly, and respectful. In one area eight or ten people gathered 
together just hanging out and passing the time. As we surveyed this group of people, one of them pointed to a man at 
another table and said “Don’t forget to talk to him. He needs help too.” There it was in plain sight…what it means to be 
human, and I was ashamed I hadn’t looked closer before. Here was someone that was so down and out yet he wanted  
to make sure that a friend was cared for too. I looked at him with respect and smiled.   
 
My experiences that day were vastly different from what I had expected. I found myself wanting to spend more time 
with these people who were living on the edge. I wanted to know their story. They were not scary or intimidating.  
They were people just like me, just like my kids. And they needed help. And I’d find a way. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very excited about People Helping People!  

Here are four different ways you can join our support team:  
1) You can send us a monthly check—if you use online bill paying it’s even easier because many banks will mail 
the check for you, or 2) donate on our website using a credit card, or 3) donate through payroll deduction if 
offered by your employer, or 4) sign up for an automatic donation from your account—details are on the back 
side of the enclosed flyer. We need you on our team! 
 
 

Torres Shelter Outreach 

We’ve launched a grant-funded outreach program to reach unsheltered homeless individuals and families  
“on the street” to advise them of sheltering options and connect them with available safety net services.  
Look for more on the outreach program in our next newsletter and on our website.  
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The Event Committee needs helpers! It can be behind  
the scenes or hands on—the more the merrier. For  
information call Diane Slater at 343-4044. Lots of other  
volunteer opportunities are available…help us assemble  
newsletters, prepare dinners, or wash cars. Have special  
skills? We probably need them. If you are interested in  
helping out, call us at 891-9048. 
 
Super Students! Chico State Associated Students are  
sponsoring a homeless awareness week including a  
hunger banquet on April 20th in the BMU Auditorium.  
Also, the Butte College Nursing Students are raising  
awareness about the shelter, as well as collecting items  
from our wish list. Lots of students do a lot of good in  
this community, and we are lucky to have their support!  
Watch www.chicoshelter.org for upcoming information  
on these two events. 
 
We are sad to report that our “Empty Bowls” fundraiser  
won’t be held this year. Watch for it in 2010. 
 
Ali Sarsour—Thank you so much for the delicious  
Arabic dinner you cooked for us, and thanks to all who  
joined us for dinner! To all our helpers and to the great  
musicians that made it such a fun evening—we really  
appreciate your support.   
 
Want to help? With the state of the economy, the  
number of guests at the shelter continues to grow and  
our monthly expenses are increasing. If your group is  
looking for a way to help, please consider holding a  
fundraising event for us! 
 
People Helping People News Flash! We currently have  
42 wonderful people giving a total of $830 per month. 
As you can see, we’ve almost hit our first $1,000 but  
we have a long way to go to cover our expenses of  
$25,000 per month. Please join our support team— 
no pain, but lots of gain! 
 
 

 
 

MAY 2 
 
26TH ANNUAL GARDEN TOUR  
St John’s Episcopal Church 26th Annual Garden  
Tour will be donating some of the proceeds of the 
event to many organizations in Chico including  
the Torres Shelter. Please join this fun event! 
 
Tour 11AM – 4PM: A self guided tour featuring  
five gardens with map on the back of the ticket. 
 
Lunch served at church 11AM – 2:30PM: A delicious 
main course salad, fruit, rolls and two decadent 
cookies, along with iced tea and coffee, a raffle of 
artisan goods donated by local businesses, and a 
boutique of flowers and floral arrangements. 
  
Plant Boutique at church open to ticket holders  
at 10:30AM: The plant boutique offers a wide  
variety of potted plants and some special 
arrangements made by local nurseries for sale. 
Because they are unique, they are always very  
popular. With Mothers Day around the corner, they 
make great gifts. Also people can buy clippings of 
unusual plants donated by church members. 
  
Tickets Outlets 
Tickets can be purchased at: St. John’s Church Office 
2341 Floral Ave; Chico Creek Gardens; Christian & 
Johnson; Fostine’s Nursery; The Gifted Garden;  
Little Red Hen Gift Shop, Little Red Hen Therapeutic 
Plant Nursery; Mendon’s Nursery; PIP Printing at  
970 Mangrove; Zucchini & Vine. 
  
Tickets 
Cost $20 pre sale, $25 at the door. Tickets include 
map to the gardens, garden descriptions and lunch  
at the church. 
  
 

VOLUNTEER AND EVENT NEWS! 
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Donations are greatly appreciated and they don't always have to be financial donations! There are  
lots of items that help us stretch our budget, including those listed below, that we can hand out to  
our guests and also use at the shelter:  

> Blankets  
> Towels and washcloths  
> Flip flops in mostly large sizes (Dollar Store)  
> Large bottles of shampoo, conditioner, and body wash  
> Disposable razors  
> Deodorant (men’s and women’s)   
> Printer paper  
> 8 oz. disposable coffee cups  
> Plastic ware (forks, knives, spoons) and paper plates  
> Trash bags: 33 and 10 gallon  
> Bleach  
> Laundry detergent (liquid preferred)  
> Disinfecting solution (Pine-Sol, Simple Green, any econo-version cleaner)  
> Window cleaning products (Windex, econo-windex, etc.)  
 
Thank you for your support! 

 
Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Chico CA 
Permit No. 1718 

TORRES SHELTER DONATION WISH LIST 

Design donated by: www.helenduvaldesign.com 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


